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Angelo has not in fact the sort of virtue which is attributed to
him; what the Duke is uncertain of is how far a virtue of that
kintd is a real virtue. One must remember this, because the issue
is later confused by Shakespeare's divergence from the original
story. The invention of Mariana, for motives already men-
tioned (and those quite incompatible with Shakespeare's al-
leged cynicism), involves a retrospective blackening of
Angclo's character. His perfidy to Mariana is necessary to the
new plot, and is therefore brought in us an episode remembered
by the Duke. But it had no place in the Duke's mind when he
nominated Angelo for Deputy, nor would it have had any
existence in fact if the new form of the denouement had not
required it,

Angelo is a man who has governed his life on a rigorous
system* He is & nun of stricture and firm abstinence. He has
not disciplined his human nature to confidence in its active
exercise; he has rigidly suppressed it. So completely has he
secured control of his instincts, impulses, and emotions, that
without boasting he confidently asserts

What I will not, that I cannot do*

He has so far conquered impulses of the hluod that he seems to
have attained p&ssionlcssncss. He is precise.

Stands at a ground with envy; scarce confesses
That his blood flows ur that hi* appetite
Is more to bread than stone.

He is a man whose blood

Is very snow-broth; one who never feck
The wanton stings and motiom of the sense,
But doth rebate and blunt his natural edge
With profits of tine mind, study and fast,

No one doubts that Angelo has reached this sort of control
of himself. His integrity in that kind is common knowledge: